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Historyl895-  1995 
Smith's  New  Home  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
Highway  258  South  Deep  Run,  North  Carolina 

On  August  24,  1 895,  Elders  Henry  Cunningham  and  W.  I.  Smith  met  with  a  group  of 
people  in  the  community  known  as  Piccadilly  to  organize  an  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church. 

The  Piccadilly  School  House  was  used  as  their  meeting  place.  Later  in  the  same  year, 
John  B.  Noble  gave  an  acre  of  land  to  build  a  meeting  house,  which  is  the  site  of  the 
present  building,  located  about  seven  miles  south  of  Kinston  on  highway  258  South. 

Members  gathered  together  to  cut  down  trees  and  hauled  them  to  be  sawed  by  Egbert  and 
Millard  Waller  into  timber.  The  cost  of  the  first  church  building  was  only  for  the  nails. 

Taken  from  the  minutes  of  the  annual  session  of  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Conference  of  North  Carolina  in  November  1895,  "On  motion,  Smith's  New  Home,  the 
new  church  in  Lenoir  County,  be  received  and  entered  upon  the  minutes".  Delegates  were 
W.  Brewer  and  J.  Smith  with  an  offering  of  fifty  cents. 

William  Brown  was  elected  clerk  and  Jesse  Tyndall  was  elected  treasurer.  Elder  Henry 
Cunningham  was  called  to  pastor  the  newly  organized  church  and  served  until  1 899. 

These  ministers  have  served  the  church: 


J.  E.  Howard 

1899 

- 1901 

Henry  Cunningham  (re-elected) 

1901 

-1916 

George  W.  Kennedy 

1916 

-1921 

Lloyd  Vernon 

1921 

-1925 

Wesley  Price 

1925 

J.  R.  Davenport 

1925 

-1928 

He  received  his  license  to  preach  at  Smith's  New  Home. 
George  W.  Kennedy  (re-elected)  1928-1930 
Clifton  Rice  1930  -  1934 

In  193 1  the  old  light  plant  was  sold  and  the  money  was  used  to  pay  for  wiring  and  lights 
for  the  building. 

A.  L.  Davidson  1934-  1938 
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At  a  quarterly  meeting  in  June,  1935,  a  roll  was  taken  with  ten  males  and  twenty  six 
females  present. 

Bruce  Barrow  1938  -  1939 

In  1938  the  church  began  using  a  budget.  A  Sunday  school  was  organized  in  the  spring 
of  1939.  December  1939  the  deed  for  the  church  was  recorded  in  Book  18,  page  460,  in 
the  Lenoir  County  Courthouse,  Kinston,  North  Carolina. 

N.  D.  Wiggs  1939-  1940 

Luke  H.  Wetherington  1 940  -  1 944 

In  the  early  1940's,  the  Sunday  school  had  little  attendance,  but  with  the  assistance  of 
Frank  Quary,  it  was  re-organized  with  about  seventy  five  people  and  four  classes. 

N.D.Beaman  1944-1945 
In  1944  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  began  making  plans  to  build  a  new  church.  A  road  was 
build  through  the  acre  lot  leaving  a  piece  of  land  on  the  south  side  which  was  sold  for 
"whatever  the  church  could  get."  Peyton  Noble  paid  the  church  $25.00. 

Clinton  Lupton  1 945  -  1 948 

During  this  pastorate,  a  rapid  growth  was  seen.  At  a  Quarterly  Meeting,  recorded  were 
seventy  members  in  attendance.  The  new  building  had  been  completed  and  the 
dedication  was  on  January  27,  1946.  The  Reverend  J.  R.  Bennett  gave  the  dedication 
sermon  with  his  text  from  Psalm  96:6,  "Honor  and  majesty  are  before  Him:  strength  and 
beauty  are  in  His  sanctuary". 

C.L.Patrick  1948-1952 
The  church  continued  to  grow.  Again,  the  men  of  the  church  cut  trees  off  the  church 
yard  for  timber  and  seven  Sunday  school  rooms  were  added. 

C.  M.  Coats  1952-1954 

Robert  M.  Fader  1 954  -  1 958 

Due  to  the  continued  growth,  another  building  program  was  started.  Four  Sunday  school 
rooms  were  added,  an  entrance  way  was  built  on  the  front  of  the  church  and  the  interior 
of  the  sanctuary  was  re-decorated.  The  Lord's  Acre  Program  was  adopted  by  the 
members  as  a  means  to  raise  money  for  the  building  fund.  This  was  a  successful  project 
that  all  the  members  enjoyed. 

Willie  E.  Stilley  1958-  1959 

A  baptistery  was  added  during  this  year. 

J.  B.  Starnes  1959-  1960 

Robert  M.  Fader  (re-elected)  1 960  -  1 966 
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The  membership  of  the  church  was  one  hundred  sixty  three,  Sunday  school  enrollment, 
one  hundred  thirty  nine.  The  Church  program  included  the  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Young 
People's  Auxiliary  and  an  active  prayer  service.  An  element  to  heat  the  baptistery  was 
added.  In  1964,  the  church  voted  to  have  full  time  service.  In  1965  a  heating  plant  was 
added. 

Harry  Grubbs  1966-  1967 

A  licensed  minister  and  a  student  at  Mount  Olive  College,  Harry  served  the  church  with 
enthusiasm.  The  choir  and  youth  programs  flourished.  An  outdoor  bulletin  board  was 
built  during  the  year  and  flags  were  presented  to  the  church. 

Andrew  J.  Hill  1967-  1973 

A  Sunday  school  council  was  organized  and  the  Sunday  school  grew.  Plans  were  made 
to  build  a  Fellowship  Building.  A  special  fund  was  set  up  and  plans  were  made  to 
purchase  new  church  furniture. 

Bobby  Harrell  1973-  1978 

Contacts  were  made  throughout  the  community  and  a  period  of  growth  continued  in  the 
Sunday  school.  New  heating  and  air  conditioning  were  added,  aluminum  siding 
installed,  church  furniture  purchased,  carpet  installed  and  the  sanctuary  was  re- 
decorated. 

Harry  A.  Jones  1978-  1980 

The  work  continued.  Air  conditioning  was  installed  in  the  Fellowship  Building,  more 
bathrooms  built,  nursery  re-decorated  and  the  Men's  Fellowship  organized  with  twenty 
four  members.  The  church  enrollment  at  this  time  was  two  hundred  and  eight. 

A.B.Bryan  1980-1985 
The  youth  program  was  very  active  and  a  church  van  was  purchased. 

Walter  J.  Sutton  1985- 

A  steeple  and  sound  system  was  presented  to  the  church.  The  Woman's  Auxiliary 
adopted  a  church  improvement  project  in  1989  and  raised  money  to  add  a  veranda  to  the 
front  of  the  building  and  landscaped  the  yards.  A  church  sign  was  erected  in  front  of  the 
building. 

In  1995  the  membership  is  146;  Sunday  school,  60;  Woman's  Auxiliary  14;  Layman's 
League,  11;  Youth,  15.  We  have  Sunday  school,  morning  and  evening  worship.  The 
church  supports  all  phases  of  our  ministerial  work. 

So  ends  our  first  one  hundred  years. 


Compiled  by  Happy  Riggs  Taylor 
February  23,  1995 


September  1 995      September  2006 

A  year  of  celebrating  a  century  of  worship  came  to  an  end  on  August  24,  1 995  by  burying 
a  capsule  in  the  church  yard  containing  the  church  history  to  be  opened  on  August  24, 
2020. 

Another  decade  has  begun  and  we  find  ourselves  eleven  years  later,  celebrating  our  111 
years  of  worship  at  Smith's  New  Home  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church. 

Brother  Walter  J.  Sutton  continues  to  lead  our  church.  The  2006  enrollment  is  141 
members,  Sunday  School,  60;  Woman's  Auxiliary,  15;  Layman's  League,  12;  and  the 
Youth,  20.  We  have  Sunday  morning  services  and  we  continue  to  support  all  the  Original 
Free  Will  Baptist  ministries. 

In  1996,  a  new  roof  was  placed  on  the  main  building  and  a  sound  system  was  purchased. 

In  1998,  repairs  were  made  to  the  electrical  wiring  in  the  sanctuary  and  rails  were  placed 
on  the  steps  at  the  front  of  the  building. 

In  1999,  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  prepared  a  cookbook  with  recipes  from  the  entire  church 
membership. 

In  2000,  a  digital  piano  was  presented  to  the  church. 

In  2001,  the  state  paved  the  road  on  the  south  side  of  the  building.  The  .045  acres  that 
was  sold  in  1944  for  $25.00  to  Peyton  Noble  because  the  road  came  through  dividing  the 
lot,  was  given  back  to  the  church  by  his  son,  Douglas.  This  helped  to  enlarge  the  parking 
area. 

In  2004,  it  was  necessary  to  purchase  new  heating  and  air  conditioning  units  and  a  roof 
for  the  Fellowship  Building. 

In  2006,  the  church  purchased  a  house  and  .08  acre  joining  the  church  lot  on  the  north 
side. 

As  we  sit  here  in  the  surroundings  that  took  place  these  111  years  to  create,  we  must 
think  of  those  who  have  been  members  of  this  church  and  be  grateful  to  them  for  all  that 
they  have  done. 

But  let  us  think  about  the  Smith's  New  Home  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  to  come. 

More  important  than  the  church  building  as  beautiful  and  comfortable  as  it  may  be,  is  the 
Doctrine  of  God  that  this  church  was  founded  upon,  the  Articles  of  Faith  and  Principles 
of  Church  Government.  These  documents  are  more  important  for  the  survival  of  the 
church  that  the  building  itself. 
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Even  more  important  is  the  Spirit  of  the  church,  the  Holy  Spirit  that  Jesus  promised  His 
followers  two  thousand  years  ago.  If  we  hold  ourselves  open  to  receive  that  Spirit,  our 
church  can  go  on  until  Christ  returns  to  gather  it  up 

Complied  by  Happy  Riggs  Taylor 
September  17,  2006 
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Addition  to  Church  History  August  2012 


At  the  March  2011  Quarterly  Meeting,  the  Church  Improvement  Committee  had  nothing  further  to 
report.  Appreciation  was  expressed  to  the  committee  members  for  their  work  in  renovating  the  Church 
Sanctuary. 

There  was  much  discussion  on  the  need  for  Sunday  School  rooms.  A  motion  was  passed  that  a 
Construction  Feasibility  Committee  be  appointed  to  include  members  of  the  Church  Ministries.  Those 
appointed  were  Clarence  Smith,  Treasurer,  Danny  Davis,  Layman's  League,  Lonnie  Blizzard,  Finance 
Committee,  Willard  Grady,  Deacon  and  Sunday  School  and  Happy  Taylor,  Woman's  Auxiliary  President. 
Their  duties  were  to  analyze  the  Church's  cash  flow,  obtain  additional  construction  information,  obtain 
cost  estimates,  and  recommend  options  for  consideration. 

The  Construction  Feasibility  Committee  named  Willard  Grady  as  Chairman.  This  committee  presented  its 
findings  and  recommendations  at  the  June  2011  Quarterly  Meeting.  A  motion  passed  to  adopt  plans  to 
build  an  addition  on  the  North  end  of  the  Fellowship  Building  for  Sunday  School  rooms,  restrooms  and 
build  a  porch;  build  a  shelter  on  the  South  end  of  the  Fellowship  Building  and  to  refurbish  the  rear  of  the 
Church  and  Fellowship  Building,  in  keeping  with  the  new  construction  in  the  Sanctuary. 

At  the  September  2011  Quarterly  Meeting,  designs  and  three  cost  estimates  were  presented  by  the 
Construction  Feasibility  Committee.  A  motion  passed  to  select  David  Stroud  Construction  as  contractor. 
The  Committee  was  directed  to  meet  with  the  contractor,  get  detailed  plans  drawn  as  needed, 
negotiate  final  construction  costs  and  obtain  financing  information. 

During  the  December  2011  Quarterly  Meeting,  updated  drawings  were  presented  by  the  Construction 
Feasibility  Committee  and  a  report  was  given  on  anticipated  costs.  The  contract  costs  were  $142,356  at 
this  time.  This  committee  was  directed  to  apply  for  a  line  of  credit  of  $80,000  from  the  Church  Finance 
Association  using  the  Smith  house  as  collateral.  The  Church  Feasibility  Committee  was  re-named  the 
Construction  Committee  at  this  meeting.  Lonnie  Blizzard  was  named  Chairman  by  the  committee. 
Construction  was  scheduled  to  begin  in  January  2012. 

Happy  Taylor  and  Lonnie  Blizzard  were  named  as  co-chairs  of  a  Building  Fund  Committee  to  help  raise 
funds  for  the  projects.  They  were  directed  by  the  Church  to  work  with  the  standing  Fund  Raising 
Committee,  chaired  by  Judy  Grady.  Also  approved  was  the  purchase  of  a  handicap  lift  to  be  installed 
under  the  new  shelter. 


At  the  March  2012  Quarterly  Meeting,  the  Construction  Committee  itemized  changes  and  additions  to 
the  contract.  The  Church  members  were  informed  on  a  weekly  basis  during  construction  of  any  changes 
and  additions  which  were  as  follows: 

1.  Increase  Sunday  School  rooms  from  four  to  five. 

2.  Add  formica  and  tile  backsplash  in  kitchen. 

3.  Replace  windows  in  Fellowship  Building  with  vinyl  windows. 

4.  Add  to  porch  and  steps  on  front  of  Church. 

5.  Insulate  floor  and  ceilings  of  Fellowship  Building 

6.  Insulate  Sunday  School  room  walls. 

7.  Install  vinyl  on  South  wall  of  Fellowship  Building. 

8.  Add  closet  in  men's  restroom. 

9.  Replace  windows  in  back  of  Sanctuary  with  vinyl  windows  and  eliminate  two  windows. 

10.  Repair  and  reconfigure  restrooms  in  back  of  Church. 

The  following  proposed  additions  were  presented  and  approved: 

1.  Add  4-foot  sidewalks  on  each  side  of  the  Church. 

2.  Replace  modesty  panel  in  men's  restroom  at  front  of  Church. 

3.  Replace  door  sill  on  South  side  of  Sanctuary. 

4.  Extend  gravel  driveways  around  Church. 

5.  Landscape  new  construction  and  Church. 

6.  Replace  rails  on  front  of  Church. 

7.  Drainage  system  for  parking  area. 

On  Sunday  April  1,  2012,  the  Building  Fund  Committee  reported  that  some  designated  money  had  been 
given  for  the  new  projects.  Permission  was  given  to  the  Construction  Committee  to  use  these  funds  as 
designated. 

At  the  June  2012  Quarterly  Meeting,  the  Construction  Committee  received  permission  to  build  a  12'X16' 
storage  building  on  the  back  of  the  lot.  Approved  were  benches,  pots  and  topiaries  for  the  front  porch. 
Also,  a  prayer  table,  kneeling  bench  and  candle  holder  for  the  Sanctuary  were  approved. 

The  Building  Fund  Committee  reported  that  contributions  had  exceeded  $42,000.  These  funds,  both 
designated  and  undesignated,  have  provided  for  furnishings  and  appliances  for  the  new  and  refurbished 
areas.  Also,  the  anticipated  figure  of  $80,000  to  be  borrowed  for  construction  had  been  reduced.  Thanks 
to  our  generous  supporters,  the  mortgage  on  Smith's  New  Home  Church  property  is  now  $50,000. 

This  report  completes  our  Church  history  up  to  August  2012. 


Complied  by  Happy  R.  Taylor 
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